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The City of Sun Prairie ranks fairly well in overall development fees,
ranking  7th out of the 16 municipalities that were examined in MABA’s
fee study.  

However, Sun Prairie has not met their 10 year average permit start
number of 129 starts since 2021. This could perhaps be in part to long
permit review times or a variety of other factors. 

In order for Sun Prairie to achieve the Dane County Regional Housing
Strategy goal of 321 new single family housing units per year it must
increase it’s annual permit starts and encourage future development.

Chad Lawler Executive Director
clawler@maba.org

Municipal Fee Rank

* Fee Rankings (1-16 with 16 being
highest cost and, 1 being lowest)

Most expensive development fees in Dane County 

#7 out of 16 
in Development Fee Cost

Income Needed 
to Afford New Home
$172,601
National Association of Home Builders

Sun Prairie
Local Mill Rate
0.007138437
Dane County Treasury Department

Sun Prairie Mill Rate
Rank
12 of 15
Dane County Treasury Department

Sun Prairie Parcel 
Numbers
12442
Dane County Treasury Department
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Table 1: Annual Single-Family Permit Starts and Regional Housing Strategy Targets
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Possible Solution
Any consideration of increasing these fees would be counterproductive to housing growth.
Additionally, the comprehensive plan should increase the amount of land available for
development. 

Approval of additional lots and growth in permits would provide a more robust and long-term
economic impact that increases a net new construction tax base.

Educational Resources
Housing Supply Accelerator - https://www.nahb.org/-/media/NAHB/advocacy/docs/state-and-local/housing-accelerator-playbook.pdf

The Housing Supply Accelerator (HSA) Playbook is for local elected officials and community planners working to boost diverse, attainable, and equitable
housing supply in communities nationwide.

Creating Housing for All Brochure - https://www.nahb.org/-/media/NAHB/advocacy/docs/top-priorities/housing-affordability/nahb-attainable-housing-
brochure-2019.pdf?rev=ad31433c972b451d80254c1cb8ca334d

Quick overview of solutions for housing

Land Development Checklist - https://www.nahb.org/~/media/NAHB/advocacy/docs/industry-issues/land-use-101/orientation/land-development-
checklist

This checklist outlines the typical process developers should go through. This resource will help both developers and public officials better understand the
many steps in the land development process, the timeline, likely costs, and required due diligence associated with residential development.

Development Process Efficiency: Cutting Through the Red Tape - https://www.nahb.org/-/media/NAHB/advocacy/docs/top-priorities/housing-
affordability/development-process-efficiency.pdf

This report focuses on the land development review and approval process, an arcane-sounding component of housing development, but one that impacts
the cost of new housing at all price levels.

NAHB Impact Fee Primer - https://www.nahb.org/-/media/7AC7AA3E405D43C7A5C7D40B3760EB61.ashx
Resource that breaks down what impact fees are, how they are typically calculated, the pros and cons to impact fees, and lists possible alternatives

NAHB Priced Out Portal - https://www.nahb.org/news-and-economics/housing-economics/housings-economic-impact/households-priced-out-by-higher-
house-prices-and-interest-rates

Increases in home prices, mortgage rates, and property taxes have a direct impact on housing affordability. These factors lead to many Americans being
priced out of the housing market. NAHB’s “priced-out" methodology calculates how many households would be affected by these changes.

DANE COUNTY REGIONAL HOUSING PRIORITIES, STRATEGIES AND ACTION ITEMS, 2024 - 2028 - https://rhs.danecounty.gov/documents/pdf/DCRHS-
SAPReport-FNL-web-STRATEGIC-ACTION-PLAN.pdf

Regional Housing Strategy with 17 strategies on how to address housing crisis in Dane County

A Road Map to Solving Dane County’s Housing Crisis: Strategic Action Plan 2024-2028 - https://rhs.danecounty.gov/documents/pdf/FactSheets/RHS-
FactSheet-v3FINAL.pdf

RHS Quick Fact sheet expanding on housing crisis 

RHS BEST PRACTICES RESIDENTIAL ZONING CODE - https://rhs.danecounty.gov/documents/pdf/Best-Practices-Residential-Zoning---11.5.25.pdf
The Best Practices Residential Zoning Guide is a resource for Dane County communities to evaluate and identify regulatory barriers that limit housing
supply and diversity, as well as regulations that increase the cost of housing.
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City of Sun Prairie

Sun Prairie Weighted Avg.
Mill Rate

0.020259620
Dane County Treasury Department

Dane County Average 
Home Price
$556,556

MTD Marketing Services of Wisconsin

Estimated annual 
property taxes
$11,275.61

Sun Prairie New Average
Home Price
$475,815

MTD Marketing Services of Wisconsin

Sun Prairie Weighted Avg.
Mill Rate

0.020259620
Dane County Treasury Department

Estimated annual 
property taxes

$9,639.83
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Table 2: Estimated Single-Family Development Fees 

Table 3: Single-Family Permit Trends Compared to Dane County and Regional
Housing Goals
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Special Impact Fees:
Aerial Imagery
fee ($0.03/sq ft
bldg footprint)
Street tree fee
($325.00)
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Title 16. - Subdivision
16.36.040 - Stormwater management and fee in lieu of dedication.

1.Where, upon the recommendation of the city's public works committee, there is no land suitable for
stormwater management facilities or the land would not be compatible with the city's stormwater
management plan, comprehensive master plan, and/or official map, or if the city public works
committee determines that a cash contribution would better serve the public interest, the subdivider
shall pay a fee in lieu of making the required land dedication. The amount of this fee shall be in
addition to the fee paid per Section 16.36.060 of this chapter and shall be determined by the acre-
feet of storage required to detain the 25-year storm event. The fee in lieu of dedication shall be
determined by the city council by multiplying acre-feet of stormwater storage required by the
current stormwater management unit fee. Acre-feet of stormwater storage required shall be
calculated using the current version of TR-55 and the current requirements of this chapter.

Note: Developments that provide on-site stormwater management facilities are not required to pay this
fee.

2.Annual Fee Adjustment. The fees are to be adjusted annually by resolution of the city council. The
index used to adjust this figure will be the construction cost index for the Minneapolis area. This
index factor is reported in the Engineering News Record. Agreements will be prepared using the fee
currently in effect and adjusted retroactively to January 1st when the new year cost index becomes
available.

16.36.070 - Public park fees.
1.Fee in Lieu of Dedication. Where, in the discretion of the plan commission and the parks and

recreation commission, there is no land suitable for parks within the proposed land division or the
dedication of land would not be compatible with the city's comprehensive development plan or the
parks and recreation commission determines that a cash contribution would better serve the public
interest, the plan commission and parks and recreation commission may recommend to the
committee of the whole that the subdivider pay a fee in lieu of making the required land dedication.
The amount of any fee imposed shall be determined as follows: For each proposed development, the
fee shall be the current rate as established by the common council for each dwelling unit. Any
adjustment or changes in the number of dwelling units before final plat acceptance will be subject to
this section. Reconfiguration of existing lots which does not create new, additional lots shall not be
subject to the provisions of this section.

Appendix
Housing Narrative: 
City of Sun Prairie

Chad Lawler Executive Director  clawler@maba.org

6

https://library.municode.com/wi/sun_prairie/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT16SU_CH16.36FE_16.36.060OUAS


Title 16. - Subdivisions
16.36.070 - Public park fees.

2.Dedication and Fee.
a.The plan commission and the parks and recreation commission may recommend the subdivider

satisfy the requirements by combining land dedication with fee payments. The fee, in such cases,
shall be determined by subtracting the credited value of the dedicated land, from the total fee which
would have been imposed had no land been dedicated by the subdivider.

b.Payment may be made by one of the following methods:
i.Option A—Lump Sum. A lump sum amount shall be paid prior to the issuance of any building

permit for the development; or
ii.Option B—Payment of One-Third of all Land Dedication and Fee Payments. The subdivider shall

pay the city thirty-three and four-tenths (33.4) percent of the total fee by the date the first
building permit is issued. At such time that thirty-three and four-tenths (33.4) percent of the
building permits are issued for the approved development or after one year from the date that
the city issued the first building permit, whichever occurs first, the subdivider shall pay the
second installment of thirty-three and three-tenths (33.3) percent of the total fee. At such time
that sixty-six and seven-tenths (66.7) percent of the building permits are issued for the approved
development or after two years from the date that the city issued the first building permit,
whichever occurs first, the subdivider shall pay the final installment of thirty-three and three-
tenths (33.3) percent of the total fee. If this method of payment is used the outstanding balance
after the first payment is made shall be charged the interest rate earned by the park trust fund
for the period of time that the second and third installments are outstanding.

c.Subdividers shall make the lump sum payment identified in Option A above under the following
circumstance: The development is less than twenty-five (25) dwelling units.

d.Failure to make the proper payments as defined above shall result in the immediate withholding of all
building and occupancy permits until all delinquent payments are made to the city.

3.Additional Fee—Assessment Per Unit. In addition, at the time a building permit is issued for new
construction of a single unit or multifamily units, a one-time fee per dwelling unit will be assessed for
park development as established by the common council. These fees shall be placed in the park fund for
park development.

4.Use of Fees Paid. The city shall place the fees collected pursuant to the provisions of this section in the
park trust fund for land acquisition and park development.

5.Annual Fee Adjustment. All fees in these sections shall be annually adjusted by the city administrator by
adding to the base fees the consumer price index for small metro areas, north central states, size Class C,
for all urban consumers (CPI) cost on March 1st of each year.

Appendix
Housing Narrative: 
City of Sun Prairie

Chad Lawler Executive Director  clawler@maba.org

7



Title 18. - Impact Fees
18.04.050 - Impact fee reduction.

1.Impact fees imposed by this title shall be reduced to the extent necessary:
a.To compensate for other capital costs imposed by city with respect to land development to

provide or pay for public facilities, including special assessments, special charges, land
dedications or fees in lieu of land dedications under Chapter 236, Wisconsin Statutes, or any
other items of value.

b.To compensate for monies received from federal or state government specifically to provide
or pay for the public facilities for which the impact fees are imposed.

2.The common council may, in its discretion, provide for an exemption from, or a reduction in the
amount of impact fees imposed on a developer that provides low-cost housing in accordance
with guidelines established by the common council, except no amount of an impact fee for which
an exemption or reduction is provided under this section may be shifted to any other
development in the land development in which the low-cost housing is located or to any other
land development in the city.
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